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Applied Photonics Award 2020: Fraunhofer IOF  
announces young researcher award 

Students and doctoral candidates can apply for the Applied Photonics Award 
2020 from April 1st until June 30th, 2020. The young researcher award of the 
Fraunhofer Institute for Applied Optics and Precision Engineering IOF will be 
presented during the Photonics Days 2020 in Jena. Prizes are awarded for the 
best final theses in the field of applied photonics. 
 
To recognize new ideas in the field of applied photonics at an early stage, the "Applied 
Photonics Award" was created at Fraunhofer IOF. This award is given to final theses 
that deal with innovative and economically exploitable optical technologies for sustain-
able living and business. The field of study is irrelevant; non-physicists are also explicitly 
invited to apply. 

The "Applied Photonics Award" is handed out for the best final theses related to ap-
plied photonics. Besides the prize money, the winners receive the opportunity to pre-
sent their final theses to a specialist audience and network with representatives of 
high-ranking companies in the optics and photonics industry for their later career. 

How can one apply? 

All bachelor’s, master’s and diploma theses as well as dissertations (German/English), 
that were registered at a German university or technical college in 2019 and evaluated 
as passed by the supervisor/reviewer until the application is submitted, are eligible to 
participate. 

A letter of application must be submitted, stating the relevance of the work for applied 
photonics. In addition, a curriculum vitae, the exposé of the final thesis (max. 2000 
characters, including spaces) and a copy of the final thesis as a file are to be submitted. 
The documents should be sent to the Fraunhofer Institute for Applied Optics and Preci-
sion Engineering IOF at app@iof.fraunhofer.de by June 30th, 2020. Any questions will 
also be answered under the address. 
 
The prize will be awarded during the Photonics Days in Jena on September 22th, 2020. 
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In addition to an invitation to the Photonics Days and an opportunity to gain valuable 
information and contacts there for their future careers, the winners will receive the 
following prize money depending on the category: 
 

 Category A: Best Bachelor Thesis (1000 €) 

 Category B: Best Master Thesis (2000 €) 

 Category C: Best Dissertation (3000 €) 
 
The presentation of the Applied Photonics Award is again kindly supported by the As-
sociation of German Engineers (VDI) as well as the companies Trumpf, Jenoptik, and 
Active Fiber Systems. 
 
Further information on the Applied Photonics Award 2020 is available on the website 
https://www.applied-photonics-award.de/en.html  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft, headquartered in Germany, is the world’s leading applied research organization. With its focus on develop-
ing key technologies that are vital for the future and enabling the commercial exploitation of this work by business and industry, Fraunho-
fer plays a central role in the innovation process. As a pioneer and catalyst for groundbreaking developments and scientific excellence, 
Fraunhofer helps shape society now and in the future. Founded in 1949, the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft currently operates 74 institutes and 
research institutions throughout Germany. The majority of the organization’s 28,000 employees are qualified scientists and engineers, who 
work with an annual research budget of 2.8 billion euros. Of this sum, 2.3 billion euros is generated through contract research.  
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