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APPOINTMENT NOTICE 

"Digital Innovation Hub Photonics" invites to 
Elevator Pitch 2021 

Jena 

At the digital Elevator Pitch 2021, young researchers can present current pro-
ject ideas related to optics and photonics on January 28. The winning team will 
receive funding for a research project and professional support in developing 
their own business idea. The deadline for applications is January 21. 

The latest ideas that can be implemented using optics and photonics will be presented 
at the third Elevator Pitch on January 28. The event is organized by the "Digital Innova-
tion Hub Photonics" (DIHP), an initiative to promote start-ups in the photonics industry. 
This year, students as well as young researchers, post-docs, start-ups and small and 
medium-sized enterprises can once again present innovative projects and research 
plans. 

Applicants have five minutes to convince the jury of their merits. The winning projects 
will each receive significant support, including assistance in developing their idea into a 
viable business model or their own company. The winning teams have five months to 
implement their projects. 

This year, the Elevator Pitch will be implemented as a purely digital format. Sebastian 
Händschke (sebastian.haendschke@iof.fraunhofer.de) is looking forward to receiving 
applications by e-mail until January 21. 

The Digital Pitch 2021 is sponsored by the Thüringer Aufbaubank. 

About the "Digital Innovation Hub Photonics  

The "Digital Innovation Hub Photonics" (DIHP) is a pilot project of the state of Thurin-
gia – supported by the Thuringian Ministry of Economy, Science and Digital Society – 
which aims to promote (spin-off) startups in the field of optics and photonics. The pro-
ject started in 2019 at the "Leistungszentrum Photonik", an initiative of five research 
institutes related to optics and photonics at Beutenberg – including the Fraunhofer 
Institute for Applied Optics and Precision Engineering IOF. The DIHP is located there. 
Currently, a total of eight teams from different institutes are being supervised at the 
DIHP. Close cooperation is maintained with other partners within Jena, Thuringia and 
non-university research institutions. 
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Further information and application documents  
https://www.innohub-photonics.de/de/elevator-pitches.html  

Contact 
Dr. rer. pol. Sebastian Händschke 
Digital Innovation Hub Photonics (DIHP) 

Fraunhofer IOF 
Albert-Einstein-Str. 
707745 Jena 
Germany 

Phone +49 3641 807-257 
Mail sebastian.haendschke@iof.fraunhofer.de 

 
The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft, headquartered in Germany, is the world’s leading applied research organization. With its focus on develop-
ing key technologies that are vital for the future and enabling the commercial exploitation of this work by business and industry, Fraunho-
fer plays a central role in the innovation process. As a pioneer and catalyst for groundbreaking developments and scientific excellence, 
Fraunhofer helps shape society now and in the future. Founded in 1949, the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft currently operates 74 institutes and 
research institutions throughout Germany. The majority of the organization’s 28,000 employees are qualified scientists and engineers, who 
work with an annual research budget of 2.8 billion euros. Of this sum, 2.3 billion euros is generated through contract research.  
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