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"Photonics Days Jena 2021": Register now for the career 
and networking event with Nobel Prize winner Prof. 
Reinhard Genzel 
 
Jena (Germany) / Online 

With the "Photonics Days Jena", the Fraunhofer Institute for Applied Optics and 
Precision Engineering IOF and the Max Planck School of Photonics are once 
again inviting students and doctoral candidates to their international career 
and networking event from September 29 to 30, 2021. Also on the guest list: 
Physics Nobel Prize winner Prof. Dr. Reinhard Genzel. The deadline for 
registration is September 15. Participation is free of charge.  

In order to promote young talents and thus innovations in the fields of optics and 
photonics, Fraunhofer IOF together with the Graduate School Max Planck School of 
Photonics is again hosting the "Photonics Days Jena" this year: an international 
networking and career event for students and doctoral candidates.  
 
From September 29 to 30, the organizers invite you to network with an international 
community and representatives of renowned companies at this hybrid event. In 
addition to the professional exchange, the focus will be on career orientation and the 
provision of valuable contacts for one's own professional career. The acquisition of 
scientific skills is not neglected either. 
 
#create: Get active - with Makeathon, workshops and roundtable discussion 
with Nobel Prize winner Prof. Genzel 
 
According to the motto #create, a varied program awaits participants on the first day 
of the event. The motto is: Get active and participate! Pitch training is on the agenda, 
as well as a workshop on visualizing scientific data. Various lectures will also discuss 
photonic future markets, including biophotonics, the latest quantum technologies, and 
EUV lithography. This way, attractive fields of work and research of the future will be 
presented to students. A Makeathon, meanwhile, invites them to get creative together 
and implement a small tech project across virtual and national borders (Please note: 
Due to internal preparations, registration for the Makeathon is already required until 
August 15). 
 
A special highlight will be the keynote "A 40-Year Journey" by Prof. Dr. Reinhard 
Genzel followed by a talk. Participants will have the opportunity to ask questions 
directly to the 2020 Nobel Prize winner in Physics. The keynote takes place in 
cooperation with the "Noble Talk", organized by Beutenberg-Campus Jena e.V. 
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The presentation of the "Applied Photonics Award", Fraunhofer IOF's young talent 
award for innovative final theses, as well as a virtual evening program with electronic 
music and cocktails will round off the first day of the event in an atmospheric way.    
 
#connect: Shaping your own career with strong partners 
 
The second day of the event will again focus on individual career planning. Workshops 
and sessions will provide advice on topics such as career planning, work-life balance 
and setting up a business. Throughout the day, a career fair will also offer the 
opportunity to talk to established companies in the optics and photonics industry to 
find out about opportunities for internships, theses, or specific job offers. The fair is 
organized in cooperation with The Optical Society (OSA). A joint yoga workout in the 
morning and an online escape game in the evening ensure that fun is not neglected in 
all the "big" career questions. 
 
Interested parties can also find the complete program with further details at: 
https://www.photonicsdays.de/programm/ 
 
Free registration until September 15, 2021 
 
Registrations for the virtual "Photonics Days Jena" are possible until September 15. 
Participation is free of charge. The first 250 registrations will receive a surprise package. 
Students and doctoral candidates are entitled to participate. The event language is 
English. Further information and the possibility to register is available at 
www.photonicsdays.de. 
 
#PD2021 - The "Photonics Days Jena" on Social Media 
 
Keep up to date with the event on social media with the hashtag #PD2021 and our 
Twitter channel: @PhotonicsDays. 
 

https://www.applied-photonics-award.de/en.html
https://www.photonicsdays.de/programm/
https://www.photonicsdays.de/
https://www.photonicsdays.de/
https://twitter.com/PhotonicsDays
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Contact 
 

Katja Szafranski 
Fraunhofer IOF 
Coordination Photonics Days Jena 
 
Phone: +49 3641 807-806   
Mail: katja.szafranski@iof.fraunhofer.de 
 
 
The partners of "Photonics Day Jena 2021" 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft, headquartered in Germany, is the world’s leading applied research 
organization. With its focus on developing key technologies that are vital for the future and enabling the 
commercial exploitation of this work by business and industry, Fraunhofer plays a central role in the 
innovation process. As a pioneer and catalyst for groundbreaking developments and scientific excellence, 
Fraunhofer helps shape society now and in the future. Founded in 1949, the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft 
currently operates 75 institutes and research institutions throughout Germany. The majority of the 
organization’s 29,000 employees are qualified scientists and engineers, who work with an annual research 
budget of 2.8 billion euros. Of this sum, 2.3 billion euros is generated through contract research.  


